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The old man
who flattened children 202%

“Le vieux qui aplatissait les enfants” is the first children’s book by Geneva-
based illustrator Thomas Grand. In his work, he has developed a mix of
techniques, using watercolor, acrylic, ink and colored pencil.

Told from the quirky point of view of a scary, grumpy yet tender and endearing
old man, the story follows a curious and intrepid little girl, who discovers
a house in the middle of the woods. In it, she sees an old man carefully
flattening a boy with a press, before placing him in a strange herbarium with
other flat children.

Outraged, the girl sets out to free the children. The old does not see it this
way. They're his friends, and if he flattens them, it's to protect them from the
outside world. The little girl manages to shake up the old man’s convictions,
and together they redefine what could well be the beginning of a friendship.

With humor and gentleness, Thomas Grand pays tribute to the authors
who have influenced his approach to drawing and storytelling for young
audiences.

Thomas Grand is a graphic designer and musician. After studying at the
Ecole des Arts Décoratifs in Geneva, he set up his own studio in 2003. He
designed numerous show posters and illustrations, as well as signage and
exhibition design for various museums in his hometown.

In 2016, he furthered his training in illustration at the School of Visual Art in
New York. Inspired by the birth of his daughter, he started a children’s book
project that was selected for the Bolo Klub mentoring project in 2020 -
2021. His influences include Quentin Blake, Sempé and Tomi Ungerer.
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The five senses
picture book (2022

“L'lmagier des sens” approaches the four elements from the five senses.
The choice to work by hand allowed Anne Crausaz, who is used to digital
images in her children’s books, to get closer to the sensations by going to the
essential, both in the drawings and the text.

Between fires, floods, avalanches, storms and landslides, the four elements
are more and more present in the news. They amaze us, often overtake us and
sometimes carry us away. Very present in a child’s first learning experience,
little by little they become inherent to our daily life, where we no longer pay
attention to them. It seems more important than ever to keep our senses
alive and to learn to live with the elements.

The aim of this book is not didactic, nor does it seek to provide a scientific
answer. It is imagined as an invitation to curiosity and observation. The
author proposes to poetically associate each element to a sense: to feel
fire, to see it, to touch it, to hear it and to taste it, to feel water, to see it, to
touch it, to hear it and to taste it.. Five senses multiplied by four elements:
twenty spreads divided into four chapters.

PRIX
SORC"I,%I;ES
@)-l LI’ py

“L'Imagier des sens” won the Prix Sorciéres (France) in 2023, and was
shortlisted for the Prix Pépites at the Salon du Livre et de la Presse
Jeunesse in Montreuil (Paris), in 2022.

Anne Crausaz was born in 1970 in Lausanne. She graduated from the
Lausanne University of Art and Design (ECAL) and has been a graphic
designer for fifteen years. Her first children’s book, “‘Raymond réve’, was
published in 2007 and won the Prix Sorciéres in 2009. Many others
followed, including “Jai grandi ici” (2008), “Bon voyage petite goutte”
(2010), “L'oiseau sur la branche” (2014), “Quel est ce légume ?” (2019) and,
most recently, “Une nuit au jardin’ (2021), all published by Editions MeMo.
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Like a flower fish (202)

Written and illustrated by Julia Serensen, “Comme un poisson-fleur” (Like
a flower fish) gently addresses the themes of parenthood, difference, and
inclusion through the story of Marcel, born with webbed feet and an extra
chromosome.

The book follows Marcel's daily life from his birth to his first days at school.
It talks about this child’s relationship to the world, to other children, but
also about the place he is given. The book also evokes a word buried in the
garden by his parents who “don’t know what to think of it”.

This word pronounced for the first time at Marcel's birth is a diagnosis.
‘Comme un poisson-fleur” goes beyond medical terminology and the
prejudices that sometimes accompany it to discover a child, his emotions
and those of his parents, their everyday life. In colour and gray, because
every journey is made of ups and downs, the author offers us a poetic stroll
between naps, chromosomes and tall grass, along the ordinary.

Julia Serensen, born in 1979 in Constance (Switzerland), is a Swiss
artist and author. She graduated from the Geneva University of Art and
Design (HEAD) in 2005 and has developed a body of work that is often
fragmentary and has been published by Editions des Sauvages and
art&fiction. As an artist, her work oscillates between text and drawing.
“Comme un poisson-fleur” is her first book for children.
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